OVERVIEW

VASCULAR SURGERY

Vascular Surgery continues a vigorous relationship with Interventional Radiology to provide patients with
advanced treatment options for vascular disease. Dr. Sumpio is co-director of the Endovascular Center along
with Dr. Aruny of Interventional Radiology. Drs. Sumpio and Gusberg hold joint appointments in the
Department of Radiology. Dr. Gusberg was appointed Chief of Vascular Surgery Services at the
Connecticut Veterans Affairs Healthcare Center. Dr. Alan Dardik has focused his clinical activities at the
VA this year. He continues to be the site Principal Investigator for the OVER trial and is actively engaged in
streamlining the outpatient Peripheral Vascular clinic.

Dr. Bauer Sumpio has maintained continuous funding of his NIH and VA Merit Review Grants after a
successful renewal process. His work on hemodynamic forces and vascular disease continues to be the main
focus of his laboratory. However, new investigation of the mechanisms of nicotine induced atherogenesis as
well as the protective effects of red wine and green tea polyphenol components is resulting in exciting
discoveries. Dr. Sumpio is also now actively involved in understanding the mechanism of the prevention of
restenosis after cryoplasty through studies on the cryobiology of vascular cells. He is also pursuing
investigations into the mechanism of enhanced wound healing formation through the application of vacuum
therapy. Dr. Alan Dardik completed the relocation of his laboratory to the Boyer Center for Molecular
Medicine as part of his appointment as Junior Faculty Scholar in the section of Vascular Biology and
Transplantation. Dr. Dardik’s laboratory continues to focus on the response of smooth muscle cells to shear
stress as well as the influence of aging on vascular responses.
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